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[ Pondero

Hands-on. Documented.
Honest.

An independent editorial network for Al tools, covering Al agents, Al
coding tools, MCP servers, and the beginner on-ramp. Reviews built on
real usage, not press releases.

® INDEPENDENT - TESTED - VERDICT-DRIVEN

pondero.ai Operated by Hildebrandt Al LLC - Wyoming
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01 - THE PUBLICATION

02 - ABOUT

An editorial network for the Al tooling era

Pondero is an independent review network covering the categories of software where Al is

changing how serious work gets done: Al coding tools for developer productivity, Al agents

for workflow automation, MCP servers for stack integration, and a beginner track for first-

time users. Every review is hands-on, methodologically documented, and honestly graded.

We do not republish press releases, do not run sponsored "best of" lists, and do not let

brand budgets shape verdicts.

verdicts.

- PONDERO EDITORIAL MISSION

e WHAT WE EXIST TO DO

Cut through the noise

The Al tools market is loud, vendor-led,
and changing weekly. Pondero exists for
the operator, the developer, and the small
team that needs an honest answer to
"should we use this?", backed by
someone who actually ran the tool on real
work for several days.

/73 4

PUBLISHED ARTICLES

Reviews, comparisons, and
guides live on pondero.ai
across four sections, with

weekly.

EDITORIAL SECTIONS

Coding, Agents, MCPs,
and Beginners. Each with
its own methodology and
new pieces shipping named editor.

Real usage, not press releases. Hands-on testing, documented methodology, honest

e WHO WE SERVE
Decision-makers, not enthusiasts

Our readers are technical buyers and
builders: engineering leads, ops
managers, indie founders, and platform
teams who land on Pondero with intent to
evaluate, not browse. They convert
because the recommendation comes
from peers with operational experience.

100%

HANDS-ON REVIEWS

Every product review is
built on minimum-72-hour
real-usage testing with
documented test
scenarios.
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02 - EDITORIAL LEADERSHIP

Built by operators, not influencers

Pondero is co-founded and edited by two people with combined 30+ years building,
shipping, and operating digital products in enterprise and consumer contexts. The names
on the bylines are real, the credentials are verifiable, and the recommendations carry the
weight of actual professional experience.

JH HH

Jonathan Hildebrandt Heidi Hildebrandt

CO-FOUNDER - ENGINEERING & CO-FOUNDER - PRODUCT &
ARCHITECTURE EDITORIAL

20+ years of enterprise architecture Has spent the past decade building digital

experience across heavy industry, supply
chain, and digital transformation. Has led
commercial architecture teams through
large-scale acquisitions and helped major
organizations modernize their data and
automation infrastructure. At Pondero,
leads technical vision and architecture
strategy.

Expertise - cloud computing - workflow
automation - enterprise architecture - data
platforms

Reviews - Al coding tools - MCP servers -
enterprise integration

® WHY NAMED BYLINES
Authority is the moat

Search engines and large language
models reward verifiable, named
expertise on technical topics. Every

products that help people learn, decide,
and act, first in health education and now
in Al. Launched product lines from zero to
scale, led strategy across consumer and
institutional markets, and built teams from
the ground up. At Pondero, leads product
strategy and content operations.

Expertise - product management - UX -
B2C/B2B growth - Al product strategy
Reviews - Al agents - workflow automation -
founder/operator tooling

e HOW WE GET CITED

Ranked by the systems readers
trust

Our editorial standard is built for the next

Aeanaratinn nf AieccrAvary: ecaarch raciilfe Al



PONDERO - MEDIA KIT 04 - METHODOLOGY

03 - HOW WE REVIEW

A documented review methodology

Every Pondero review follows a public methodology so readers, and the brands we cover,
know exactly what was tested, how, and on what hardware or tier. Methodology is the
difference between an opinion and a recommendation worth citing.

HANDS-ON USAGE Minimum 72 hours of real-work usage on the product before any
verdict is published. No "first impressions" reviews; no demos-as-
reviews.

DOCUMENTED Each review lists the specific test scenarios run, hardware/cloud tier

SCENARIOS used, and outcome per scenario. Reproducibility is the bar.

VERDICT STRUCTURE Every review ends in a clear recommendation: who should use this,

who should not, and what the alternative is for the bordering use case.

FTC DISCLOSURE Affiliate relationships are disclosed on every monetized page. The
disclosure is in the article body, not buried in a footer.

NO-PAY-FOR-VERDICT Brands cannot buy a higher rating, change a published verdict, or block
a critical review. Sponsored content is labeled and editorially separate.

UPDATE CADENCE Major reviews are revisited within 90 days of significant product
releases. Last-tested date is shown on every review page.

EDITORIAL INTEGRITY Articles are written by named experts, edited against a published style
standard, and pass a multi-point editorial gate (factual accuracy,
source citations, disclosure check) before publication.

Pondero - Independent Al tool reviews Page 4
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04 - WHAT WE PUBLISH

Four sections, multiple formats

Pondero organizes coverage around four sections where Al is changing professional
workflows, plus a growing library of utility pages that help readers find and compare what
they need. All formats share the same methodology, disclosure standard, and quality bar.

/CODING Al Coding Tools

In-the-IDE Al tools, agentic coding assistants, terminal copilots, and the
workflows that real engineering teams adopt versus abandon.

Sample coverage - Cursor vs Copilot - Continue vs Cursor -

Aider 30-day - Claude Code subagents

/AGENTS Al Agents & Workflow Automation

Al-native agent platforms, no-code automation tools, and workflow
orchestration systems used by ops teams and small businesses.

Sample coverage - Zapier vs Make - n8n AI agents - Lindy sales

ops - best AI automation tools

/MCPS MCP Servers & Integrations

Model Context Protocol servers, integration patterns, and the
security/operations tradeoffs of giving Al agents access to live systems.

Sample coverage - GitHub MCP server - Postgres MCP buyer guide
- MCP client comparison

/BEGINNERS Beginners

On-ramp guides for first-time Al users: tool selection, glossaries, prompt
patterns, and "start here" decision flows for non-technical buyers.

Sample coverage - first AI tool to try - prompt basics - agent

vs assistant explainer
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05 -

Where readers find Pondero

AUDIENCE & DISTRIBUTION

06 - AUDIENCE & DISTRIBUTION

Pondero reaches buyers through three reinforcing channels: organic search and Al

overviews on the site itself, a weekly newsletter on Buttondown, and a presence on the

social platforms where technical readers actually spend time. Every channel routes back to

the same hands-on, named-byline editorial.

® NEWSLETTER
Buttondown - weekly

Pondero's newsletter ships from
Buttondown. Issue 001 went out 2026-
05-12 to the founding subscriber list.
Format is short: one verdict, one tool to
try this week, one thing to skip. Subscribe
at pondero.ai (footer) or via the
homepage capture.

® Search-first. The [search/ page indexes

138 pages via Pagefind. The site is built
for both classical search rankings and Al-
overview citation.

LLM-cited. Editorial structure (clear
verdicts, named methodology, dated
tests) is the format Al overviews and chat
assistants prefer to cite.

Pondero - Independent Al tool reviews

® SOCIAL DISTRIBUTION
Bluesky, X, LinkedIn

A Bluesky autoposter is live and has
backfilled 85 articles with rate-limited
posting; new pieces post on publish. X
and LinkedIn are operated as active
editorial channels with founder bylines,
not automated dumps. No TikTok or
Instagram presence by design.

® Reader intent. Pages are written for
buyers comparing named products, not
for casual scrollers. Time-on-page and
scroll-depth reflect evaluation behavior,
not entertainment.

® Owned channels. Newsletter, RSS, and
direct site traffic are the load-bearing
channels. Social is a referral and
credibility layer, not the primary funnel.
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06 - WHY BRANDS PARTNER WITH PONDERO

Intent-aligned readers. Authority by design.

Pondero's readers arrive with explicit purchase intent, evaluating an Al tool against

alternatives, and they trust named experts more than ranked listicles. Affiliate partners

benefit from this trust signal, alignment, and the long tail of LLM-cited recommendations.

Intent-aligned audience. Readers land on
a comparison page because they are
deciding between named products.
Conversion isn't browsing, it's resolution.

Generative search citation. Editorial
structure is built for Al overviews and LLM
citations, the discovery channel for the
next 5 years of buying.

FTC-compliant by default. Disclosure is
part of every monetized page. Brand legal
teams sign off without negotiation.

® ACTIVE AFFILIATE PROGRAMS

Four live, more on deck

Pondero currently runs approved affiliate

placements with CustomGPT, Beehiiv,

Buttondown, and ElevenLabs. Eleven

additional product slugs are wired into

the site and waiting on program approval.
Disclosure runs on every monetized page
at pondero.ai/disclosure.

Pondero - Independent Al tool reviews

Named-expert authority. Reviews carry
verifiable bylines with real professional
credentials. Trust is built into the byline,
not the marketing.

Long-form, evergreen. Reviews and
comparisons are 2,000 to 4,000 words,
refreshed on a documented cadence.
Affiliate value compounds, not decays.

Brand-safe tone. Editorial voice is direct
and operational, not sensational. Reviews
can be quoted in case studies and sales
decks without re-editing.

® OPEN SPONSOR SLOTS
Categories we want next

Per the active editorial slate, we have
open partnership conversations in: Al
video tools, agentic browsers, Al code
review, and TypeScript agent frameworks.
Direct affiliate relationships welcome
alongside Impact.com, PartnerStack, and
FirstPromoter onboarding.
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07 - GET IN TOUCH

Let's talk partnership

Pondero is actively onboarding affiliate partners across all four editorial sections. The
fastest path is via the affiliate networks below; for custom or editorial partnerships, reach
out directly.

PUBLISHER

&
Hildebrandt Al LLC Pondert

Wyoming - United States

SITE PARTNERSHIPS
pondero.ai partnerships@pondero.ai
EDITORIAL PRESS
editorial@pondero.ai press@pondero.ai

BRAND REFERENCE
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